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* Industrial Stand
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* Self-Service S

provides quality information
services throughout Thailand.
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[hailand Thailand
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32, “Knowledge is just like money, and that is why we have to learn.

You should not think that you are a princess or a rich person, because you do not know what
will happen in the future. But if you have knowledge, the knowledge can help you till the end.

To gain knowledge is to practice. If you do not week experiences and learn only from text book, you will
get only superficial knowledge because you do no have a hands-on knowledge. Nevertheless if you only
do the practical work and do not study the texts, you will not be able to understand the essence of the
theories and will be caught only in your own narrow views. *

Among all the properties, knowledge is most valuable because no one can ever snatch it away from
you. It cannot be bought and cannot be sold. It is an indestructible treasure.”

(Education is the Golden Key, page 6)

33. “There is no denying that academic knowledge and general information are essential elements and
motivating forces for all activities directed towards prosperity, peace, intellectual and scientific inventions,
aesthetic creation and appreciation, mutual understanding of culture and religion, and the eradication of
ignorance, injustice and poverty.

In the 21st century, which is only a few months ahead, worldwide access to knowledge and
information will serve as a catalyst to meet and tackle problems in everyday life and to build up the quality
of life for both the individual as well as the world community. It is therefore necessary for library and information
professionals from all parts of the world to take up the challenges and scrutinize every relevant aspect
of the theme - On the Threshold of the 21st Century : Libraries as Gateways to an Enlightened World.
Now is the time to decide on appropriate programme activities to fulfill the ultimate goal of library and

information professionals wordwide: Information for All - All for Information”

(wasmmeniamianisiszyn IFLA a3sf 65 NFINWHNWIBAT | 65th IFLA Council and General
Conference Bangkok, Thailand, August 20 - August 28, 1999)
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Thai Private Academic Library MNetwork : The Private
Higher Education Institution Library Group (PHEL)

Malivan Praditteera, Fd.D.*

Abstract

The collaboration between Thai private academic libraries has been established since 1985. “The
Private Higher Education Institution Library Group (PHEL)” was founded by the private librarians from eleven
private academic libraries. In 1987, the PHEL group was advised as one of the Sub-committees under the
Association of Private Higher Education Institutions of Thailand. Accordingly, its name was changed to be the
Sub-Committee on Private Academic Library Development and in 2003, the Sub-Committee on Private
Academic Library System and Network Development respectively.

Presently, there are 59 library members. Its collaborations and activities have been employed by the
main 4 objectives: 1) enhance the collaboration on knowledge resource sharing and usage; 2) enhance the
library quality service development; 3) enhance the research and academic works on library and information
sciences; 4) act as “a center or hub” of knowledge and experience sharing between librarians and information
professional.

In term of library collaborative networking, it is obviously one of the longest time establishment and

biggest academic library networks in Thailand.

Keywords: Thai Private Academic Library Network, Academic Libraries, Thai Library Networks, Library

Collaboration

* Chairperson, the Private Higher Education Institution Library Group (PHEL) (2007-2009) And Director of Rangsit
University Library, Thailand
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