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Emma M. Rey is a graduate of Bachelor of Library Science and Master of Library Science with specialization in Archival Studies from the Institute of Library Science, now School of Library and Information Studies, University of the Philippines Diliman.
She first worked as librarian at the Board of Investments, then as Documentation Officer at the Bureau of Foreign Trade and Economic Information Specialist at the National Economic and Development Authority.
In 1989, she changed career and worked as an Archivist then as a Director II at the Legislative Archives Service of the House of Representatives. In 2005, she was promoted as the Executive Director of the Congressional Library, a position she held until her retirement in 2018.
It was in the House where she got opportunities to train as archivist and join professional groups.
She got her first training and experience as archivist/conservator from Dr. David Gracy II, a former State Archivist of Texas and Sebastian Dubrusskin, a conservator from Stuttgard, Germany. In the early ‘90’s, she joined a team to conduct research on veterans’ records at the National Archives and Records Administration and MacArthur Archives in Washington, D.C. and Norfolk, Virginia in the United States for one month.
More training opportunities were opened to her when in 1992 she received a 1-month Basic Course on Conservation of Museum Objects at the National Museum of the Philippines followed by another one month on Audiovisual Archiving at the National Film and Sound Archives in Canberra, Australia under an ASEAN-COCI grant in 1995. In 1998, she was a Preservation Intern for 6 months at the Department of Conservation and Preservation of Cornell University Library in Ithaca, New York; and another 1 month training on Safeguarding Audiovisual Collection in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 2007. 
Her involvement in the national archival scene started when she became an ExeCon Member of the National Commission for Culture and the Arts- Committee on Archives in 1997. Opportunities to join technical assistance and consultancy teams came her way. Some of which were: establishment of the Dagupan City Archives, San Fernando City Sangguniang Panlungsod Archives; collection assessment of the American Historical Collection at the Ateneo de Manila University, Saint Paul University in Dumaguete City, San Juan de Letran in Intramuros, Polytechnic University of the Philippines, Rosendo Mejica Museum in Iloilo City, Purita Kalaw Ledesma Foundation, etc.
She is an advocate of disaster preparedness in libraries and archives. She has lectured and conducted workshops among NCR librarians during her stint as officer of PLAI-NCR in 2013-2014. She represented the country in a Conference on Risk Preparedness for Cultural Heritage Collection in Korea and Workshop on Disaster Response and Recovery for Records, in Malaysia in 2002 and 2010, respectively and had actual involvement in response and recovery at the fires in SEAFDEC Library, Tigbauan, Iloilo,  Commission on Appointments, UP Office of Vice Chancellor for Research after Typhoon Ondoy and did volunteer work in the flood-striken offices  in Tacloban City a month after Typhoon Yolanda.
As an archivist, she was a Founding member of the Southeast Asia Pacific Audiovisual Archive Association, became the Chair of its Education Committee (2004-2008) and represented the organization in the Task Force Meeting of the Coordinating Council for Audiovisual Archive Associations (CCAAA) on Training and Professional Development of Audiovisual Archivists, London, U.K. (January 17-18, 2006); President of the Society of Filipino Archivists (2007-2010); Vice-Head of the National Commission for Culture and the Arts-National Committee on Archives (2004-2010) and (2014 to present);  Member of the Unesco Memory of the World National Committee (2007-2010);  consultant, Vice President Salvador H. Laurel Personal Papers (2008-2011), Jorge Vargas Research and Filipiniana Center, University of the Philippines (2013-2014); consultant, Purita Kalaw Ledesma Foundation (2018) and a Senior Lecturer, Archives Track at the School of Library and Information Studies, UP Diliman.
As a librarian, she was President of the Philippine Group of Librarians (2007-2009) and an adviser (2010 to present); Vice President for Asia of the Association of Parliamentary Librarians in Asia and the Pacific (2015 to present) and a part-time faculty at the Library and Information Science Deaprtment, Virgen Milagrosa University Foundation in San Carlos City, Pangasinan, a province north of the Philippines.
Mrs. Rey’s involvement with the Philippine Librarians Association, Inc. are as follows:
· President, 2019-2020
· President, PLAI - National Capital Region Librarians Council, 2019-2020
· Treasurer, 2017-2018
· Vice President, PLAI- National Capital Region Librarians Council, 2017-2018
· Chair, House Delegates, 2013-2014 (worked on amendments to the PLAI By-Laws)
· Treasurer, PLAI- National Capital Region Librarians Council, 2013-2014
· Chair, National Book Week Celebration Committee, 2013
· Auditor, 2003-2004
· Chair, Fellowship Committee, 2003
· Secretary, 2002
· Chair, Invitation/Program Committee, National Book Week Celebration, 2002


